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preservation of buildings and contribute FRUNTEN Ac
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and Leeds and the Thousand Islands. W
Managed by a volunteer Board of Directors who are elected

to the heritage of Kingston, Frontenac
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from property sales, as well as deductible bequests and
contributions. The Foundation has acquired and restored
a number of historic properties over the past forty years; it
presently owns and is restoring an early commercial building
in downtown Kingston. Its work includes the presentation
of annual awards for heritage preservation, sponsorship of
public talks and seminars, hosting workshops on the practical
aspects of heritage restoration and financial assistance to
the publishing of books and articles on the region’s built
environment.
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Paul was the Curator for the City of Kingston, and formerly the Museum
of Health Care, and yet earlier worked at the formerly hamed Museum
of Civilization in the National Capital Region. Among his many volunteer
committee and board activities, he served as President of the Ontario
Museum Association, which in 2022 created a bursary in his name for young
professionals. Even three weeks before his death, he lobbied for better
funding for the 1000 Islands History Museum in Gananoque. He was a
proud openly gay man in all aspects of his life and had an equally brave
outlook to his cancer. He did not use militaristic words; he had a disease to
be dealt with. He chose to die at home, an honour and test of strength for
everyone, and very much helped by our Christian faith (Anglican).

Paul was great at making friends and even better at keeping them. He
has also been recognized with an award and endowment by the Kingston
Association of Museums Art Galleries and National Historic Sites, and the
Museum of Health Care where his work brought him into contact with a
medicine chest from the other Kingston from a doctor ancestor of Paul’s
Scottish-Irish-dJamaican lineage. To the delight of many, he wore Kkilts
on a regular basis to work, got others to wear kilts, and sported a waxed
moustache as well as beards of varying bushiness.

This publication is in recognition of Paul, my husband of almost 30 years.
He died a few days before | could present it for the original spring date for
the tour in 2022, so it occurred instead in the autumn. He really wanted me
to continue with it.

He is missed.

Edgar Tumak, Architectural Historian and Cultural Heritage Specialist,
MSc Architecture (Bartlett School of Architecture and Planning, University
College, University of London, England).



Town of Gananoque One-Hour Walking Tour
Edgar Tumak

First presented on 29 October 2022, and revised for the Foundation in
January 2023

The tour is organized to enable viewing of buildings in clusters from five
viewing stations that offer safe and quieter space to gather. If you have
binoculars, you may find these handy to observe details — or just go closer
as convenience permits. Properties noted as designated indicates that the
municipality passed a statutory by-law under the Ontario Heritage Act that
recognizes the heritage attributes of the Property with the goal to protect
these features.

Viewing Station 1: Town Hall Park, 30 King Street East
e Town Halland Park (including Cenotaph and Bandshell) —designated
under the O.H.A.
e Visitor Centre and Library — designated
¢ Factories —opposite Town Hall, 5, 9—15 King Street East — designated

Viewing Station 2: Horticultural Park, juncture of King, Mill, and Main streets
¢ Thousand Island Railway Bridge
e Former factory, 21-25 Mill Street
e Blinkbonnie, McDonald/Macdonald Residence

Viewing Station 3 — Tour boat parking lot, Water Street at Swing Bridge
¢ 185 Mill Street— designated — and 15 Clarence Street
e Former Customs Building
e Water Street Bridge — designated
e Gananoque Inn

Viewing Station 4: Former market square by Cairn and Clock Tower, Stone
Street South

¢ St. John the Evangelist, Stone Street South — designated

e St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Stone Street South — designated

¢ Clock Tower, Stone Street South — designated

e Dumble House, 145 Stone Street South — designated

e Former Post Office, Stone Street South — designated

¢ Grace United Church

Viewing Station 5: Parkette to immediate west of the Provincial Hotel 98
King Street East

e Former Toronto Bank

¢ Royal Theatre, 75 King Street West

Return to Town Hall



30 King Street East, viewed from the southwest, with left/south to right/north the Cenotaph,
the Bandshell, fountain, and Town Hall (E. Tumak, July 2019).

Town Hall and Park (including Cenotaph, Bandshell, and
fountain), 30 King Street East, designated

Town Hall was constructed in 1831-32 in the Neoclassical style. Originally
the family residence of John and Henrietta McDonald, the house and
property are important testaments to the town’s early history and subsequent
development. The home was built for the marriage of John and Henrietta.
John was often referred to as the Hon. John McDonald and considered a
patriarch of the settlement. The property remained in the ownership of the
family until 1911, when it was bequeathed to the Town of Gananoque for
public purposes, notably as Town Hall and Library, but also with the option for
Court House and Gaol. Gananoque had previously used temporary space
for the village/town hall. The historic building underwent interior renovations
in 1977-79, and the recent rear wing is by +VG Architects (Ventin Group,
Toronto) 2016-19.

In addition to the scale and elaboration of the original structure, the brick
construction highlighted that the McDonalds were people of means. Brick
was an elite material at the time, much more so than wood or local stone,
as it generally had to be imported. One can see commercial buildings from
much later in the 1800s where the front is brick but the sides and back
are of cheaper stone. The four massive chimney stacks, each formerly with
multiple flues, were further testament to the means and prominent status
of the McDonalds as town gentry. It meant that not only could the house
be kept warmish in the winter but there was staff to clean and monitor all
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the fires. The Neo-Classical style in the Canadian context is exemplified by
the symmetrical 2.5-storey plan, elliptical transom and side lights (windows)
surrounding the front entrance, and large main windows (12/12 sashes).

The Town Hall landscape can be considered a cultural heritage landscape
with the Bandshell, the war memorials for the Unknown Soldier (unveiled
1920), and the recent Vimy Ridge memorial honouring John Henry Brown,
the small lion statue, and the Ontario Provincial Historic Plaque. Changes
to the landscape in 2021-22 have modified the cultural landscape status.
The site is surrounded by properties of heritage note: the Visitor Information
Centre, the King Street Bridge and dam of 1930 (restored 2006), the dam
and pedestrian crossing bridge at north end of the Mill Pond, the Thousand
Islands Railway “Umbrella” (a shelter for passengers) and Engine 500,
called the “Susan Push” (the former engine is on permanent display), and
the pedestrian/former rail bridge of 1927 at the juncture of King, Mill, and
Main streets. To the west is parkland on either side of the Gananoque River,
created in the 1960s by the removal of 19th-century industrial structures that
lined the length of the Gananoque River in town.

The Gananoque Bandshell (designated) was constructed in 1921, to the
design of long-time Citizen Band member and leader William Rees. It was
built by Gananoque's leading construction firm Mitchell and Wilson and
restored in 1993. “Bandshell” is a local term. More correctly, the structural
form is from the 19th-century bandstand tradition, whereas a bandshell
actually looks like a shell, such as the Hollywood Bowl of 1928, or the
bandshell constructed in 1936 on the Canadian National Exhibition grounds
in Toronto.

The fountain, ca. 1911-15, was donated by the Right Hon. Sir William
Thomas White (1866—1955), Minister of Finance and Member of Parliament,
1911-21, and from November 1918 to May 1919 Acting Prime Minister while
Prime Minister Border was in Europe for the post-World War | Treaty of
Versailles. White gained his seat by acclamation in a by-election after the
sitting member offered to resign. White was immediately appointed Minister
of Finance even though he had never held a seat in the House of Commons
or even campaigned for public office before.

White was reluctant to interfere with private enterprise or even to raise
taxes in the early period of World War |, although he eventually made some
interventions including fixing profit margins and regulating food supplies.
Further, in 1917 he introduced a tax of 4% on the income of single men
earning over $2,000 and for all Canadians with annual incomes of more
than $6,000. Income tax was supposed to be abolished after the war. White
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retired from politics in 1921, but his arch-conservative fiscal approach and
influence was still demonstrated in 1933 when he served as a member of the
Royal Commission on Banking and Currency. He opposed the creation of
the Bank of Canada, something that has kept the Canadian banking system
one of the most secure in the world.

10 King Street East, Library Wing, viewed from the northwest, showing the flume (canal) that
supplies the water source for the hydroelectric facility on the opposite side of King Street (E.
Tumak, July 2019).

Visitor Centre and Library, 10 King Street East, designated

The Visitor Centre, in front of the Library, was constructed in the 1840s. It
is a vernacular composition with a front gable, residential form. Formerly
there was decorative woodwork below the front gable eaves. The front
porch is in keeping with earlier precedent and use but is not original. The
building originated as an inn, and the business further benefitted when the
Thousand Island Railway came into Gananoque in 1889, passing directly by
the building, a point demonstrated by the adjacent Umbrella and the Susan
Push — still on its original tracks. Several other inns were also located in the
immediate vicinity.

The inn served in this capacity until the early 20th century when it became
administration space for the Jones Shovel Company factory located to the
rear (of which the Library is only a remaining portion). The company was
a very significant manufacturer not only in Gananoque but in Canada, and
produced 12,000 shovels for Canadian soldiers in the First World War. The
complex continued to produce shovels until 1963. In 1964 it became the
municipal museum, and part of it is still used for museum storage.



The Library was built as an industrial facility for the Jones Shovel Company
and was significantly modified in 1976 by MacLennan Associates Architects
— including the addition of the cupola. The firm is also known for the Central
Branch of the Kingston Library, as well as for restoration work on Kingston
City Hall, and the McMartin House Museum in Perth. A prominent indicator
of the industrial origins of the structure is the flume (canal) directly west of
the structure. Prior to steam and electrical power, it provided direct drive
waterpower to the shovel factory and industries further downstream. The
flume passed by these facilities and then under King Street East to industries
downstream, and today still provides waterpower, but for a hydroelectric
facility at the rear of 5 and 9-15 King Street East. The Library wing was
part of a much larger complex that extended to the shore of the Gananoque
River, now Confederation Park, with its collection of public sculpture.

Factories — opposite Town Hall, 5, 9-15 King Street East,
designated

The front portion of 9—15 King Street East is variously called the Old Foundry,
Bell Tower Building, or Bell Tower Mall. The earliest/front portion was
constructed in 1881 on the site of an earlier industrial facility known as the
Gananoque Spring and Axle Company, which produced springs and axles
for horse-drawn carriages. Many subsequent additions include a separate
brick structure at the rear (south) of the property, likely from the 1920s—-30s
and now basically a ruin. The hydroelectric facility noted above, to the rear
(south), is formally part of 5 King Street East with its origins dating back
to a factory that produced automobile parts for the prominent Gananoque
manufacturer, provincial politician, and president of the Gananoque Water
Power Company, Frederick J. Skinner. With the growing prominence of
hydroelectric power, the structure became the centre of the Gananoque
Light, Heat and Power Company operations. The water-power source is the
flume that parallels the west side of the library and then flows under King
Street East and then underground close to 9-15 King Street.

The industrial origins reflect when, in the later 19th century, Gananoque
gained the moniker of the Birmingham of Canada (at the time, Birmingham in
England was considered by many as an exemplar of industrial advancement
in the British Empire of which Canada was a part). The long, raised central
portion of the roof, known as a monitor, with its many windows provided
natural light to the interior before other lighting options were common and
affordable, as well as a means to ventilate heat out through the ceiling. The
little cupola may also have been used for ventilation and a bell, which would
signal work times in an era when many people did not have their own time
piece. Renovations in 2018 modified the interior of the front portion for more
current commercial uses.



The Gananoque Spring Manufacturing Company was established in
the mid-19th century by American born Isaac Briggs. The company was
incorporated in 1876 and merged with the axle-manufacturing company
Byers & Matthew in 1884, becoming the Gananoque Spring & Axle Company.
In 1913, the company merged with the D.F. Jones Manufacturing Company
(across the street at 10 King Street East). Jones was the brother-in-law of
Isaac Briggs, who had co-owned the St. Lawrence Shovel Company from
1852 to 1859, when he became the sole owner and renamed it the D.F.
Jones Shovel Company. With the merger, the two companies became the
Ontario Steel Products Company, which used the front masonry component
of the structure as office space until 1960. A connection between the Jones
family and the former Post Office is noted later in the tour.

Thousand Islands Railway Bridge (centre) viewed from the east, the hydroelectric facility to its
right, 5 King Street East on the far right, and the Stone Mills Centre on the left (E. Tumak, Jan.
2021).

Viewing Station 2: Horticultural Park, Juncture of King,
Mill, and Main Streets

*Thousand Island Railway Bridge

The two-span King Street Pedestrian Bridge was constructed in 1927 as a
railway bridge, using a reutilized CN Rail girder span steel superstructure
resting on concrete piers. It replaced an earlier bridge of 1883 on the same
location, built for the Thousand Islands Railway (TIR) established in 1883,
an eight-kilometre spur line extending south from the main Grand Trunk
Railway line (GTR). It was one of the shortest railway lines ever to operate
in Canada, although this is deceptive as it was one of several lines of its
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proponents and original owner, the Rathbun Company based in Deseronto
west of Kingston.

Although always operating in concert with the GTR, the GTR formally acquired
the TIR in 1911 and the TIR effectively ceased to be an independent entity.
However, the name was retained to keep tax exemptions from the Town of
Gananoque. The GTR went bankrupt in 1919, and its TIR assets became
part of the Canadian National Railway in 1923. Accordingly, the extant 1927
bridge was built for the CN, which only formally dissolved the TIR name and
semi-independent operation in 1958 after the conclusion of municipal tax
exemptions. The 1927 bridge was erected because the 1920s saw some
of the busiest and most prosperous years for the TIR, and the 1883 bridge
could not handle the larger, heavier freight cars with ever greater cargoes.

When constructed, the bridge was one of four that crossed the Gananoque
River associated with the town, providing direct access for industries on both
sides of the river as well as its terminus at the confluence of the Gananoque
and St. Lawrence rivers. The line also provided passenger service to tourists
wishing to stop in the downtown and at the waterfront, thereby contributing
to the development of the town as a vacation destination. Gananoque’s title
of “Gateway to the 1000 Islands,” was first advertised by the GTR in the
1880s.

Passenger service ran on the line and bridge until 1962, while freight service
ran until 1995. The tracks in town, often literally in the streets, were removed
in 1997, but the bridge and other portions of the TIR right of way became
integrated into popular walking pedestrian routes. The bridge has landmark
status from its community and tourist use and its town railway history. The
latter is visually reinforced by the former nearby passenger shelter known
as the Umbrella, along with the preserved locomotive known as the Susan
Push.

21-25 Mill Street, viewed from the west (E. Tumak, July 2019).
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Former factory, 21-25 Mill Street, Stone’s Mills

This rambling complex illustrates the complex nature of mid-19th to mid-20th
century industrial development along both sides of the Gananoque River,
extending north of the King Street Bridge and south to the St. Lawrence
River. In the 19th century, local sandstone was one of the primary building
materials, with wood used for more modest structures. Brick was a later
19th-century introduction to the building-material choices in Gananoque.
The stone components of the complex date from the third quarter of the 19th
century. The structures currently serve as health care and social services

® W e r __-___;..l___:_,'.-:_:.: WL ¥ ; =¥

Blinkbonnie, Main Street Street elevation, viewed from the northeast, ca. late 1920s, showing
the ample porte-cochere and north/side porch/veranda (Douglas Rombough postcard
collection, Queen’s University Archives).

Blinkbonnie, McDonald/Macdonald Residence, 50 Main
Street

Blinkbonnie traces its core to 1843 when William Stone McDonald rebuilt an
earlier family residence that was destroyed in the War of 1812. The name is
Gaelic for “beautiful view,” reflecting the McDonald clan Scottish background,
and that it formerly had a view to both the Gananoque and St. Lawrence
rivers. The 1843 structure was greatly remodeled and expanded in 1902-07,
by William’s son Charles Macdonald (Charles decided to tweak the spelling of
his surname), a significant Canadian and US civil engineer. The architect was
the American Frank T. Lent, one of Gananoque’s most significant architects,
also prominent in Ontario and the US. The construction was effected by the
Mitchell and Wilson Company, Gananoque’s most venerable construction
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firm. Although now shorn of most of its detailing, what remains expresses a
grand, Colonial Revival style residence that conveys the prominence of the
McDonald/Macdonald clan — who married into the family of town’s founder
Joel Stone and became his heirs. Formerly, the structure, as recast in the
early 20th century, was defined by numerous porches, verandahs, and
the entrance porte-cochere. Porches, whether just at the entrance, or of a
fuller wrap-around scale, are often the most character-defining elements of
heritage residences, and often the first to be lost.

Charles specialized in bridge building in the US, Canada, South Africa,
and Australia. During much of his working life, he resided in the US, where
he was lauded for his activities and eventually served as president of the
American Society of Civil Engineers (1908-09), an organization of which
he had been a member since 1869. Additionally, he was a member of the
Canadian Society of Civil Engineers — serving as vice-president in 1896 —
and the Institute of Mining Engineers, as well as a trustee of his alma mater,
the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in New York. He had his portrait painted
by Robert Harris, one of the most prominent Canadian portrait artists of the
19th century.

Charles was a founder of the Union Bridge Company in 1884 (serving as
the chief funding partner and leader of the team), which went on to build
such prominent US bridges as the 1889 Poughkeepsie Bridge over the
Hudson River (then the world’s longest bridge), the Merchant's Bridge
over the Mississippi at St. Louis, the Sixth Street Bridge in Pittsburgh, and
one over the Ohio River at Cairo. In 1887—-89, he was the superintending
engineer of the Hawkesburg Bridge in New South Wales, Australia, after
his company’s plans were accepted after a worldwide competition. He later
figured prominently in the organization of the American Bridge Company, a
consolidation of the Union Bridge Company and other large bridge-building
firms.

He semi-retired in 1902, but remained active in the field, and was frequently
engaged as a consultant, notably in 1910 as an expert commissioner
following the partial collapse and disastrous loss of life of the massive
cantilever bridge over the St. Lawrence at Quebec City in 1907 — a project
that after two partial collapses would ultimately take from 1900 to 1917
to complete. The report is considered a classic of structural engineering
documentation and benefited bridge design around the world. When Charles
died, he was considered by both local and professional press as one of the
greatest bridge builders in North America and one of the greatest citizens of
Gananoque.
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In 1912, Charles transferred the property to his son, Wiliam Stone
Macdonald Jr. (1862-1923), with the understanding that he could stay there
for life. Unfortunately, his son died suddenly in 1923, without a will, and
Blinkbonnie and its outbuildings were sold to settle the estate. Rebecca
Edwards, a schoolteacher, whose family was of note in Gananoque in the
furniture industry, bought Blinkbonnie as a guesthouse and accommodated
the octogenarian Charles in his former family home, while it functioned as a
guesthouse. Charles died at Blinkbonnie in 1928 at 91.

Under Edwards’s proprietorship, the building catered to the Thousand Islands
tourism industry that became increasingly prominent for the economy of
Gananoque in the early 20th century and continues to be so. Many notable
people stayed at Blinkbonnie during her control until 1957. However, by
the 1980s, various popular uses started to undermine the repute of the
Blinkbonnie tradition and it has continued to slide since.

The designer of Blinkbonnie, Frank T. (Franklin Townsend) Lent (1855-1919),
was an architect, author, and painter. When he greatly reworked Blinkbonnie,
he was well known in Gananoque and the surrounding area, particularly
for his designs of commodious suburban, country, island, and seaside
residences. Lent came to Gananoque ca. 1900 and designed his residence
at 120 Market Street (neighbouring Blinkbonnie at the southwest corner of the
intersection with Clarence), and had his own cottage on small islands close
to Gananoque. His views on domestic architecture are well conveyed in the
books he authored, in which he comments about designing and supervising
the construction of a prodigious number of residences — apparently a good
number being mail-order designs. Lent favoured the Colonial Revival style
and in this aesthetic incorporated compatible classical, Dutch, or Shingle
style influences, as well as his own interpretations, such as the dramatic
cupola of the new section of Blinkbonnie, which harkens to an earlier design
by Lent in New Jersey, in a planned commuting suburb of New York City.
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Viewing Station 3 — Tour Boat Parking Lot, Water Street at
Swing Bridge

185 Mill Street, Stone Building, viewed from the southwest after recent renovation
interventions affecting the fenestration and entrances (E. Tumak, Jan. 2020).

185 Mill Street/15 Clarence Street

Until January 2021, there was a brick building at the south end of the
property, which now only features a stone building of 1871. The brick building
had an east-west axis, rested on a stone foundation of 1872 (partially
remaining), and a brick superstructure from ca. 1895 (built after a fire). The
brick structure was demolished due to neglect, even though both buildings
were designated. The stone building has been altered with changes to the
windows and window openings, but it remains a shell. Some sources refer
to the stone building as Georgian in style. Instead, it is a vernacular form
(which isn't a style per se); the late Georgian style era came to an end in
Canada well before the construction of the building.
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185 Mill Street, viewed from the southwest ca. 2014 with the stone building on the left (since
modified) and the now demolished brick building on the right (E. Tumak, Jan. 2020).

The structures had multiple uses, which is not uncommon in Gananoque
or elsewhere for industrial architecture, with power originally derived from
water flow from a flume that passed directly under the buildings. Initially the
stone and brick buildings were associated with fairly typical industrial pursuits
in Gananoque of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, which included a
foundry, woollen mill, and carriage works — which in 1900 briefly included the
nationally significant McLaughlin Carriage Company, later a key component
of General Motors. This was possible because the carriage works operation
was not operating after McLaughlin had a devastating fire at its Oshawa
complex. At the Gananoque site, 3,000 carriages were produced, albeit only
enough to supply the most urgent orders and, as the facility was too small,

McLaughlin rebuilt in Oshawa and returned there in less than a year.

For much of the second half of the 20th century, the complex was associated
with the recreational boat industry, as Cliffe Craft industries produced
there highly revered small water craft, which were also used by police for
surveillance areas such as the Thousand Islands. The boating culture is
reflected in the ongoing spectrum of small-craft facilities lining both sides
of the Gananoque River between the King Street Bridge downriver to the
Swing Bridge at the confluence with the St. Lawrence River. That culture
also facilitated not-always-appropriate trade between the US and Canada.
Prohibition of alcohol at various times in the US and Canada was a boon to
tourism on respective sides of the border. Few places could compare with the
circumstances the islands offered to circumvent legislation and enforcement.
In Ontario, prohibition was in effect from 1916 to 1927, whereas federally in
the US (and New York State) it was in effect from 1920 to 1933.

The brick building at 185 Mill Street was probably the only structure in
Gananoque that warranted national historic site status because of its
association with the Link Trainer for the British Commonwealth Air Training
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Plan of the Second World War. The plan resulted in Canada being named
the “Aerodrome of Democracy” by US President Roosevelt (the term penned
by future Canadian PM Lester B. Pearson when he was speech-writer for
the president). Under the plan, Canada provided air training for all of the
Commonwealth, basically going from nothing to everything in months.
More than 130,000 people were trained in the years 1939-45, and more
than 104,000 people staffed and operated the program. This does not
include the tens of thousands of people required for building hundreds of
airfields, hangars, and related air-training facilities all across Canada. Such
co-herculean efforts by Britain’s Dominion and partners transformed the
underdog into the victor.

The success of the WWII air training program would not have been possible
without the Link Trainer, developed by American Edwin Link in the 1920s and
"30s. It revolutionized air training by simulating flight before students were
ready to leave the ground. Link opened the Gananoque facility in 1937, and
the brick building was the only location where Link Trainers were produced
in Canada. When it was closed in 1954, about 5,000 Link Trainers had been
built.

Across the street from 185 Mill Street is 15 Clarence Street. The three-storey
building constructed with an exposed concrete structural form and brick
infill walls dates from 1912. It was originally constructed for the prominent
Gananoque industrial firm Parmenter & Bulloch which in this building
produced rivets and nails. In 1947 the company intended to move to the
US, and the employees purchased the enterprise. In 1952 the company
was bought by American Townsend which was, in turn, bought by Textron
in 1958. In more recent years, the building was used for storage by the
Thousand Islands Play House, but it is now abandoned. The structure
supports the industrial character of the area but has a surprisingly early
Modernist Movement aesthetic — often not seen in Canada until the 1920s
or even 1940s. It is part of the same development proposal that saw the
neglect since at least 2014 and ultimate demolition of the brick building.

The size and location of the 1883 former Customs Building on the west side
of Main Street testifies to the significance of Gananoque as an international
port and industrial centre. Formerly the areas to the west and east were
dominated by industrial and railway facilities. It is a fairly straightforward
example of Public Works designs of the 1880s and shows none of the
intricacy of the former Gananoque Post Office of 1888 at 110-20 Stone
Street South (included in the next stage of the walking tour). The contrast
in elaboration represented an upper level rift dividing branches of Public
Works.
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The current very modest Border Inspection Building from the 1970s is
tucked behind recently constructed museum buildings made to look generic
heritage — rather than anything that previously existed on the site. As such
the current Border Inspection Building and surrounding buildings illustrate
the transition of the waterfront at the juncture of the Gananoque and St.
Lawrence rivers from an industrial zone to an almost exclusively recreational
and residential area.

View northwest from the wharf of the Gananoque Inn, showing the Swing Bridge and the
circular central pier on which the turning mechanism of the bridge rests (E. Tumak, Oct. 2018).

Water Street Bridge

The Gananoque Swing Bridge was constructed in 1893. With municipal
support, it was built for the Thousand Islands Railway, a Rathbun Company
subsidiary (based in Deseronto west of Kingston), to give direct rail access
to industry on the east side of the mouth of the Gananoque River, in
particular the Gananoque Carriage Company (GCC) — at the time one of
the largest manufacturers of carriages in the Dominion. The bridge was
designed to rotate horizontally on the limestone-clad central pier thereby
allowing passage of tall water craft to and from the St. Lawrence. The
riveted-steel, single-lane structure also originally accommodated vehicular
and pedestrian traffic, which continued after the rail tracks were removed
in 1913. The direct intervention by the municipality to guarantee the
construction of the structure, illustrates the notable commitment the Town
invested in infrastructure for industry in the late 19" and early 20" centuries.
The construction of the structure is attributed to the Leeds Bridge and lron
Works Ltd., of Gananoque.
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The event that precipitated the construction of the Swing Bridge occurred in
the fall of 1891 when the GCC was wooed to relocate their plant to Brockville
with a $50,000 incentive (a very large amount at the time). This was quite the
challenge for Town officials as the GCC was very much tied to the industrial
growth and pride of Gananoque. The company was established through the
merger of two town businesses in the 1870s by brothers C.W. and George
Taylor who became leading Gananoque citizens. George became an MP,
and in 1885 the Taylors sold the GCC to a group of Americans led by George
Burrows. Adopting a new production policy, and with access to greater
capital, the company became one of the largest carriage producers in the
Dominion.

The GCC was interested in the Brockville offer because its site in Gananoque
no longer had advantageous transportation in the railway age. By contrast,
the Brockville location was adjacent to the national lines of the Grand Trunk
and Canadian Pacific Railways. This offered direct shipment to any part of
the continent without incurring the expense of cartage from the factory to
and from the railway.

In a well-attended public meeting in Gananoque on 19 November 1891, it
was noted that the town could not compete with the $50,000 offer, but it
was suggested that if the municipality contributed to the construction of a
railway bridge over the river, the company would probably remain. That night
it was resolved to do just that with a bridge that would also accommodate
the flow of watercraft that traditionally used the lower end of the Gananoque
River. Rapid support such as this reflected municipal boosterism (and lack of
regulation) then prevalent across Canada. Such boosterism was particularly
heady in Gananoque at the time, as the municipality had recently been
upgraded in 1890 in its corporate status from a village to a town.

The construction of the swing bridge was also expressive of an era of
growth in Canadian municipalities spurred by notable improvements in the
mechanization and capitalization of industrial activity. More direct municipal
investmentininfrastructure would follow, such as the Gananoque Waterworks
Pump House of 1903-05 (110 Kate Street) — Gananoque’s first initiative with
municipal waterworks. The provision of core utilities by the municipality was
seen as a major inducement for industrial investment as such infrastructure
kept the town competitive in the region.

As part of the November public meeting, a bridge committee was formed
that, among other tasks, was to inquire into the cost of the bridge and
lobby the Dominion and Provincial governments for grants to assist with
its construction. Committee members consisted of leading industrialists and
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citizens such as George Taylor who had helped create the TIR in 1882—83.
The next day a surveyor was at work taking levels, sounding, and lengths
for the proposed bridge.

In July 1892, the Rathbun Company, the parent company of the TIR,
confirmed that it would build the bridge, contingent on a grant of $14,000
from the Dominion government. The company also required the municipality
to acquire the land at the approaches to the bridge, to fill and grade this land,
and to allow the railway to lay its tracks in the streets of town to reach the
bridge — such as the tracks that crossed King Street to the rail/pedestrian
bridge, and down Mill Street in front of the factories at 185 Mill Street.

The construction of the bridge did not achieve the goal of keeping the carriage
works in Gananoque. In 1892, part of the GCC relocated to Brockville, with
a complete transfer in 1894. The Gananoque Inn opened in the remodeled
carriage works by the end of the 1890s, and the TIR only made use of the
bridge to shuttle the occasional special carload of passengers to the inn.
Due to lack of traffic, the railway removed the tracks from the bridge in 1913.
It was not until November 1942, however, that the bridge ceased to be
controlled by the railway, by then CN.

Gananoque Inn viewed from the northwest (E. Tumak, Oct. 2018).
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Gananoque Inn

The Gananoque Inn is an aggregate, vernacular structure of which the main
building, the property, and the outbuildings have shown significant evolution
over time.

The structure dates back to the 1880s when it was constructed as an
industrial facility for what became the Gananoque Carriage Company
(GCC) in 1885. It is closely linked with the former industrial and subsequent
tourism economy of the town. It is also closely linked with the history of
the Gananoque Swing Bridge of 1893 to the immediate west, which was
constructed with municipal support by the Thousand Islands Railway (TIR), a
Rathbun Company subsidiary based in Deseronto, to give direct rail access
to industry at the mouth of the east side of the Gananoque River, in particular
the carriage company — at the time one of the largest manufacturers of
carriages in the dominion. Despite the municipal support, the company soon
chose to relocate to Brockville.

The origins of the GCC went back to 1873 through the merger of two town
businesses by brothers C.W. and George Taylor. Both became leading
Gananoque citizens, with George later becoming an MP and, as noted earlier,
a prominent influencer in the creation of the Thousand Island Railway, and
the Water Street Swing Bridge.

The Taylors sold their business interests in 1885 to a group of Americans
led by George Burrows of the Standard Wagon Company of Cincinnati, but
they remained involved with the newly incorporated GCC, or with related
industrial activities in Gananoque. To Burrows, the decision to acquire the
carriage works in Gananoque made good business sense. Not only did a
Canadian site allow him to jump the tariff wall but Gananoque, in particular,
was well suited for his purposes as it possessed a number of factories that
turned out springs, axles, and carriage hardware that complemented the
carriage-making business.

Adopting a new production policy, and with access to greater capital, the
company became one of the largest carriage producers in the Dominion. In
addition to plant reorganization and increasing use of professional business
managers, the company restricted the number of lines of vehicles produced
and simultaneously increased the production of those particular lines. The
production process was aided by meticulously defining job functions. This
division of labour helped the company reduce the cost of a buggy in only
a few years from $200 to $125. Costs were also reduced by the company
practice of producing for itself most of the parts that went into a carriage.
This made the business less vulnerable to price increases from suppliers.
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By 1887, the company was enjoying the economies of scale that came with
increased production and produced about 4,500 vehicles.

Then in the fall of 1891 the GCC was wooed to relocate their plant to
Brockville with a $50,000 incentive (see the text for the Water Street Swing
Bridge above). In 1892 part of the GCC relocated to Brockville, with complete
transfer in 1894,

Gananoque Inn prior to 1890, viewed from the northwest, while still functioning as the Gananoque
Carriage Company. The current inn is located to the rear of the mansard roof component of
the structure which was destroyed by fire in 1907 (D. Rombough postcard collection, Queen’s

University Archives).

In a bold move, the carriage works building was reworked in 1896, using
the three main ranges of the former carriage works complex, one running
parallel with the Gananoque River (destroyed by fire in 1907), one of similar
size facing Stone Street South, and the two joined on the south. The inn
was the first significant facility in town to take advantage of the emerging
tourism economy, and marked a turning point when it opened in June 1896
with its luxury accommodation. There were already popular Canadian guest
houses near Gananoque on Hay Island, Tremont Park Island, and Float
(Downie) Island — this last a large hotel capable of accommodating 100
guests (originally built as a private boys’ school, it was renovated in the early
1900s to a hotel). There was also the boom in cottage construction on the
islands, a good number being palatial.
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Gananoque Inn, ca. 1902, viewed from the northwest, following its adaptation as an inn. The
current Inn is located to the rear of the mansard roof structure which had been adapted with
water-facing verandas and corner tower. A tower was also added on the south elevation which
undoubtedly gave greater St. Lawrence River waterfront attention (D. Rombough postcard and

photographic collection, Queen’s University Archives).

The Gananoque Inn was then purchased by hoteliers from Montreal, but
early in 1907 the west wing was destroyed by fire. The remaining component
of the structure, facing Stone Street South, and the former link to the west
wing became the core of the inn as it currently exists.

Later features include the 1960s to 1980s lawn motel units closer to the water
(the latter two components replaced late-1940s to early-1950s cottages),
the brick-clad dining-banquet facilities on the west, the traditionally styled
verandahs, and the three-storey tower of 1985 on the east face — harkening
back to a tower on the south side prior to the 1907 fire.

Onabroader historical level, cottaging and tourism of the Canadian Thousand
Islands developed after 1873, when the Department of Indian Affairs started
selling islands surrendered in 1856 by the Alnwick Band of the Mississauga
Indians. Part of the delay stemmed from resistance from squatters and
farmers who had settled on the islands and claimed the property for their
own, as well as residents along the shores of the St. Lawrence River, who felt
the islands opposite the mainland were common property. Sales remained
limited, butin 1891, the Department of Indian Affairs undertook an extensive
re-examination and evaluation of the islands. A following plan that included
hundreds of islands and islets, increased marketing and promotion of the
sale of islands with further promotion in 1894.
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Sales of crown islands pretty much stopped, when 21 islands provided the
nucleus of the St. Lawrence Islands National Park, in 1904 — the oldest of
the national parks east of the Rockies. As with the Rocky Mountain parks,
this park also supported tourism, as did 30 New York state parks managed
as part of the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation’s Thousand Islands Region. Many of these river parks were
among New York’s earliest land acquisitions for the purpose of preservation
and recreational development.

In 1927, Ford and Helen McCarney purchased the inn, and the family
maintained the illustrious reputation of the facility for the next three decades.
With Ford's death in 1933, his son Jack McCarney, age 21, and wife Dorothy
became the proprietors. After Jack’s death in 1955, Dorothy operated the
inn for five years. Jack firmly established himself in the business community
as his father had before him. He was fastidious in appearance and in the
attention he, his family, and staff extended to guests. His routine extended
from six a.m. until late at night, and he supervised everything whether in
the kitchen, the bar, greeting guests, or wherever required. He promoted
the concept of shore dinners (i.e., picnhic meals) to attract fishermen, and
engaged long-time fishing guides who all played a major role in the overall
success of the hotel.

For greater privacy, the McCarney family built a bungalow at the southeast
corner of John and Stone Street South, opposite the Inn, ca. 1947, which
was spared from damage when a severe wind lifted most of the roof off the
inn and landed in Stone Street.

Jack died of a heart attack, aged 42 in 1955. Flags flew at half-mast in town
in respect for the popular and prominent hotel man. It was a general thought
and statement at the time at his funeral that “Probably no one ... had done
more for Gananoque from a publicity standpoint than Jack McCarney. Ever
ready to assist, and give of his time towards projects which would bring more
people to the area, his reputation as a greeter and messenger of goodwill
became known and admired on both sides of the border.” He was known
for his many associations: Knights of Columbus, Elks, Gananoque Golf and
Curling Club, president of the 1000 Islands—St. Lawrence—Rideau Lakes
Association, and treasurer of the publicity committee of the Gananoque
Chamber of Commerce. He was also noted for attending every social or
charitable function in town, and his enjoyment of speedboats — perhaps
Cliffe Craft.
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Viewing Station 4 — Former Market Square by Cairn, Clock
Tower, Stone Street South

AN

St. John the Evangelist Roman Catholic Church, 270 Stone St. South, viewed from the
southeast, with the attached Rectory on the left/south, and the circular former Baptistry just
visible on the far right/north (E. Tumak, July 2019).

St. John'’s, viewed from the southwest with the rear of the rectory in the foreground, and the low
belfry tower on the far left/north of the semi-circular chancel. The tall spire is that of St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church (E. Tumak, January 2020).

23



St. John the Evangelist Roman Catholic Church

St. Johnthe Evangelist Roman Catholic Church, designed in the Romanesque
Revival style (more particularly the Hiberno-Romanesque —i.e., pertaining to
Ireland), was built in 1889-91, with the rectory in matching style dating from
1891. It is an excellent example of the mature work of Joseph Connolly (b.
Limerick, Ireland 1840; d. Toronto 1904), one of Canada’s finest revival style
ecclesiastical architects of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Connolly
designed almost 40 Roman Catholic churches and chapels in Ontario. His
most celebrated work is the cathedral-scaled Gothic Revival style Church
of the Immaculate Conception (begun 1876, completed 1926) that still
dominates Guelph. His work also includes St. Mary’s, Bathurst Street (begun
1885), Toronto; the proto-Renaissance styled St. Paul's Church at Queen
Street East and Power Street, Toronto (1887-89); St. Peter’'s Cathedral,
London (primarily 1880-85, but not fully completed until 1926); and the
monumental front tower of St. Mary’s Cathedral, Kingston (1889).

The parish of St. John the Evangelist was founded in Gananoque 1846,
although prior to that a mission was founded in 1831. The original Roman
Catholic Church in Gananoque was built in 1846—47 on the south side of King
Street East between Stone and Charles streets, and included a residence for
the priest beside it in 1853. The construction of the 1846 church coincided
with the Great Famine of the late 1840s which drove 1.5 to 2 million destitute
Irish out of Ireland, of which hundreds of thousands came to British North
America. The structures remained on the property until the completion of the
construction of the current St. John's on Stone Street South in 1891.

When Gananoque was incorporated as a town on 1 January 1890, the
population was 3,519 with the leading religions being Methodists (1,058),
Roman Catholics (904), Presbyterians (797), and Church of England,
i.e., Anglican (691). The needs of a growing congregation led Archbishop
Cleary of the Archdiocese of Kingston and the Reverend John O’Gorman
to commission the design of a new church structure in 1889 on the present
Stone Street site, which at the west/apsidal end is dramatically perched high
above the mouth of the Gananoque River.

In addition toits pastoral activities, which wereimmense in the Roman Catholic
community in Gananoque and its influx of summer visitors, compounded by
its broader outreach to the general community as a whole (e.g., the Knights
of Columbus), St. John's was also known for its medical, educational, and
cultural role (the latter particularly choral and piano training). The latter three
aspects were particularly supported by the Sisters of Providence of St.
Vincent de Paul, who had a dedicated mission out of Kingston in Gananoque
from 1921 to 1987.
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St. John's is constructed of limestone from nearby Howe Island, with the
majority of the exterior featuring a rock-faced composition laid in a broken
pattern, and defined with ashlar detailing for the arches, window surrounds,
niches, gables, colonnettes, parapets, etc.

The church is a basilica plan with lower side aisles, above which rises the
central nave lit by small circular clerestory windows." Enriching the footprint
are several projecting components: a cylindrical baptistery with a conical roof
at the northeast corner, now serving as the universal access entry; a squat
square bell “tower” at the northwest corner with angle buttresses capped
by a truncated hipped roof on which sits a diminutive open wood belfry; a
side-gable vestibule entrance at the southwest corner; outward projecting
confessionals on the south and north elevations; and the attached rectory
setback at the southwest corner of the church.

The symmetrical front of the nave/east elevation is capped by a gable roof
flanked by single-level side aisles covered by single-slope roofs. The front
facade is supported by shallow buttresses, with the two taller buttresses at
the terminal ends of the nave section capped by gabled niches supported by
colonnettes. The central main entrance is under a semi-circular arch of ashlar
dressed stone supported by jamb shafts/colonnettes and flanked by narrow
semi-circular arched windows. Above the entrance lintel, the tympanum
is rough-faced in anticipation of bas-relief carving. Two ashlar-dressed
rondelles above the front entrance enclose rough-faced stone, were also
intended for bas-relief carving.

A great circular rose window over the entrance dominates the facade, as is
traditional. It is in the wheel manner with foils or tracery arranged like the
spokes of a wheel. The top central gable of the fagade features a niche with
a statue of St. John (commissioned in 1990 for the centennial of the current
church), and the gable parapet is surmounted by a Celtic cross. All exterior
crosses are of the Celtic pattern, highlighting the Irish association.

Not all of the architectural expression, carved stone elements, and detailing
are concentrated on the front. The side elevations and apse are further
distinguished by masonry embellishment, particularly the dichromatic
patterned green and black slate roof. The slates are laid in a combination of
rectangular, fish-scale and clipped edge shapes creating triangular, chevron
and cross forms on all the roofs. Similar roof shingle detailing is present on
the rectory.

'A basilica church is composed of a central nave and two or more parallel side aisles, the former higher
and wider than the latter, lit by the windows of a clerestory above the side aisles and with or without a
gallery. John Fleming, Hugh Honour and Nikolaus Pevsner, The Penguin Dictionary of Architecture, q.v.
basilica and clerestory, 3rd ed. (Penguin Books, 1980).
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The 2.5-storey rectory is an asymmetrical composition dominated at the
front by a two-storey hemi-circular bay capped by a half-cone roof. At ground
and attic levels, the massive lintels of the door and windows are supported
by corbels at the upper corners with further support from blind relieving
arches above. Semi-circular arches top the second-level openings. The front
gable is surmounted by a Celtic cross in keeping with the church. The rear
features more conventional rectangular windows and is dominated by wood
balconies that, from the high, dramatic riverine prospect from the southwest/
rear, offer an almost Bavarian quality.

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Stone Street South

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Gananoque, viewed from the southwest, with the sanctuary
on the west/left and the Gracey Hall on the far east/right (photos E. Tumak, May. 2015).

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Gananoque, 175 Stone Street South,
was built in numerous stages. Despite this, St. Andrew’s is a highly adroit
amalgam of contributions starting with the mid-19th century component of
the central nave and tower, but mostly consisting from the final quarter of the
19th century including the spire.

John McDonald and his wife, Henrietta — the original owners of Town Hall —
gave the land for the church, and Henrietta gave the bell in 1897 in memory
of her husband (made by McNeely Co., West Troy, NY). The central section
of the church and tower (but not the spire) was built between 1851 and
1855 to a design attributed to nationally significant Kingston-based architect
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William Coverdale. Some of the best-known works that he was involved with
are Kingston Penitentiary, Kingston City Hall, and the historically named
Asylum for the Insane.

However, these were all in the classical idiom, and Gothic Revival
purists of the time derided St. Andrew’s and similarly formed churches as
box-and-tower Gothic — that is, the form was not much different than earlier
Georgian style churches that such purists sought to supplant. This criticism
was reinforced by the setback arches around the front entrance, which
convey less of a splay or reveal in the Gothic manner but more in the late
Georgian or Regency tradition of receding planes.

The existing building form dates largely from 1871 to 1887. The Parish
Hall/Sunday School at the rear (east) is of 1871, designed by Rev. Barron
(minister, 1869-72). The designer role of parish ministers in church building
is a role often insufficiently credited in architectural history. However, it is
called Gracey Hall after the illustrious Rev. Henry Gracey, minister from
1878 to 1915.

Gracey greatly expanded the building and the concomitant congregational
commitment. He was much loved, and at his funeral in 1928, the cortege was
deemed one of the largest and most impressive ever seen in Gananoque.
The spire was built in 1875 following Coverdale’s design. Gracey was
provided with the larger second manse at 295 Stone Street South with its
separate office entrance wing on the north, replacing the smaller manse
at 121 Sydenham Street. Gracey was also the minister responsible for the
chancel and south and north wings/transepts of the sanctuary in 1886-87
designed by architect Robert Gage of Kingston. It was a major structural
feat to remove the load-bearing side walls, insert interior relieving arches,
and keep the rest of the building standing. Even after enlarging the church
to a capacity of 600—650, it could not accommodate all of Gananoque’s 800
Presbyterian adherents at one time. The modification also created a raked
or auditorium floor in the new transepts to facilitate sightlines and transfer of
sound in a pre-amplification age. Gage made his modifications in agreement
with Coverdale’s original design. Gage’s papers at Queen’s University
Archives include the original Coverdale design for St. Andrew’s, where
Gage simply drew his plans for the expansion onto Coverdale’s drawing;
he may have acquired it though relatives known to have been parishioners
at St. Andrew’s. It is a reflection of how much we can learn from various
forms of palimpsest, such as the annotations found by Karl Marx in books
he consulted in the British Library — something that would never be permitted
by the library now.
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Gage was an architect of all manner of buildings and styles, including the
nationally significant Second Empire style Educational Block of the Royal
Military College (1877) and the Commandant’s Residence; the Manse of the
Chalmers Presbyterian Church, Earl Street, Kingston (1878); the Parsonage
of 1881 Sydenham Street Methodist (now United) Church; Woodview in
Gananoque (now the Woodview Inn), built for industrialist Charles Leopold
Parmenter between 1874 and 1877. Gage later became known for his
engineering work on irrigation canals in Riverside, California.

The middle section of St. Andrew’s Sydenham Street elevation, capped
by the central of three gables, was built in 1955 in highly integrated style
and materials. Built and continuing to serve as a Presbyterian Church, the
structure illustrates the leading presence of the faith in the community and
reflects the establishment of Stone Street South as an enclave of religious
structures in the town. Constructed with local sandstone and granite detailing,
with a wood roof structure, the soaring spire is the tallest in Gananoque and
prominent from vantage points in town. Between the tower and the spire
is a fanciful wood cornice with decorative, naive references to a classical
vocabulary of dentils supporting an upper band of floral motifs (patera or
rosettes, in the parlance of classical forms). The spire is topped by a weather
vane, not a cross as is typical in other denominations. The rationale comes
from the time of the Protestant Reformation and concerns that the cross
had become an object of idolatry within the Christian church rather than a
symbol of Christ’s suffering. However, the weather vane has a discernible
crucifix form.

Unlike two-thirds of Presbyterian
churches in Canada, St. Andrew’s
nearly unanimously chose not to join the
United Church of Canada in 1925. The
remaining Presbyterian churches became
known as Continuing Presbyterians and
Non-Concurring Presbyterians, until the
legal right to reclaim the name “Presbyterian |
Church in Canada” was regained in 1939.
The Supreme Court of Canada ruled that
although the institutional Presbyterian
Church in Canada had legally merged,
the United Church had effectively vacated
the name, and it remained available to the
non-concurring Presbyterians. It is of note 140 stone st. South, Gananoque Clock
that the ruling was supported by staunch Tower viewed from the southwest,
Presbyterian adherents Prime Minister showing the former Post Office to the
William Lyon Mackenzie King and Governor left/north (E. Tumak, Jan., 2008).
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General Lord Tweedsmuir, the latter visiting St. Andrew’s for its 100th parish
anniversary celebrations in 1937 — perhaps as a nudge to the Supreme
Court.

Although not formally covered by the designation, the decorative ceiling of
Gracey Hall is notable. Also distinctive is the entrance to the 1955 middle
section with the decorative metal rail with musical notes communicating the
opening bars of “O Come All Ye Faithful” and “Praise God from Whom All
Blessings Flow.”

Clock Tower, Stone Street South

The Gananoque Clock Tower was designed by architect Franklin T. Lent and
constructed in 1903 by the prominent and long-lived Gananoque construction
company Mitchell and Wilson, both mentioned above. It was commissioned
and donated by Charles Macdonald, owner of Blinkbonnie. The property on
which it sits has been used for various military and municipal purposes since
the early 1800s, including for a blockhouse constructed after an attack by
US forces during the War of 1812. After its construction, the blockhouse was
not required for hostilities and was dismantled in the 1850s.

The Clock Tower was constructed as a town time-piece in an era when
many people still did not have a watch or clock, but it was also used by the
neighbouring firehall to dry the hoses. Prior to synthetics, the leather hoses
had to be hung to dry after every use or would rot. A tower was required to
do this; hence all firehall facilities until the early 20th century had towers.

One of the most notable visual qualities of the tower is the pronounced
mid-section bulge. Unlike in humans, this is known as entasis. Entasis is
often used with columns with traditional classical basis. A slight widening in
the middle of the column was a centuries-old visual trick that made a series
of columns look straight when seen together. While this is a standalone
tower, not a column, the design of the Clock Tower was treated as a column,
and the entasis is playfully exaggerated.

Another defining feature is the lesenes, the pronounced ribs or piers that gave
the tower lateral strength. The lesenes have prompted a stylistic classification
of Romanesque Revival in keeping with campanile of Italy, and a revival
style that was popular at the time as demonstrated by the neighbouring St.
John the Evangelist Roman Catholic Church and the former Post Office
— both constructed prior to the Clock Tower. However, the architect Lent
worked in the Colonial Revival style with its many manifestations, and the
tower should be considered to be of the Colonial Revival style, particularly
taking into consideration the exaggerated entasis and the detailing of the
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superstructure housing the clock and belfry. The superstructure is similar to
the cupolas of Blinkbonnie and the grand residences that Lent designed in
New Jersey.

Front/west (left) and south/side (right) elevation, 145 Stone St. South, Gananoque, viewed from
the southwest, with Spruce Alley on the right (E. Tumak, Nov. 2020).

Dumble House, 145 Stone Street South

145 Stone Street South dates primarily from 1884-85, when Dr. Thomas
Henry Dumble purchased the property from the estate of Dr. William E.
Potter, who had a small building on the property for medical purposes
from ca. 1830. Dumble expanded the structure into its current form, even
adapting Potter’s office to form what is now part of the rear and affixing it to
what became a combined medical and residential structure. Consequently,
it deserves the title of Dumble House more than the common attribution to
Potter, who lived at the northeast corner of Stone and John streets.

The house and practise was subsequently acquired by Dr. James McCammon.
McCammon collaborated in times of need with Dr. C.H. Bird, who came to
Gananoque in 1896 and built an elegant residence with attached office at
136-38 Pine Street — one of the finest residential designs in Gananoque
(discussed further below). Between them, during the Spanish Flu epidemic
of 1918, the two doctors saw up to 80 patients a day. Dr. McCammon sold
the property in 1924 and moved to British Columbia. As such, the property
is a notable expression of almost a century of health care in Gananoque.

145 Stone Street South was a key factor in the location of 19th and early
20th century medical practices in Gananoque clustered around Stone, Pine,
and King streets (also elaborated on later) and is the earliest dedicated built
expression of health care in Gananoque.
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In its current form, it is a fine example of the Eastlake style, a subset of the
Queen Anne Revival style in Ontario that was popular from 1880 to 1910.
It is the only full expression of the Eastlake style in Gananoque and a rare
example in the region. The wood frame and clad structure is notable for its
tongue-and-groove siding and elaborate machine-worked decorative wood
detailing from the 1884-85 form.

Former Post Office, 110-120 Stone Street South

The OIld Post Office was designed in
the Romanesque Revival style by the
Chief Architect’s Branch of the federal
government under the direction of
Thomas Fuller. Constructed in 1888,
it was Gananoque’s first purpose-built
post office. Earlier post-office functions
were accommodated in commercial
properties. The construction of this
elaborately detailed building reflects
the growth of Gananoque, which in g
1890 would be incorporated as a town. [
This post office was replaced by a
larger facility at the northeast corner
of King and Stone Streets in 1914
(demolished 1969). The Stone Street 110-20 Stone Street South, viewed from the
building is very similar to the slightly southeast (E. Tumak, Aug. 2019).
grander and earlier (1883—86) Post Office/Public Building in Windsor, Nova
Scotia (demolished). The buildings show the emergence of a basic formula
or pattern as the dominant model for small public buildings in Canada in the
1880s and '90s.

After postal operations ceased in the
building, it was used for a variety of
purposes: public school, the office of Dr.
Borden Miller until 1975, and then the legal
firm of Steacy & Delaney until 2014. It is now
used for residential apartments.

The dual front entrances at either end
of the front of the building are set below
semicircular relieving arches, at the base of

Post Office/Public Building, Windsor, Nova Scotia,
1883-86 demolished, (LAC, PA-135532).
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which are imposts with Romanesque-style decoration. On the north public
entrance, the foliation is combined with happy and sad faces. This playful
expression is seen in many medieval and medieval revival architectural
compositions, sometimes even expressing political commentary, such as with
the old Toronto City Hall. Happy and sad masks are also an internationally
recognized symbol of theatre. The symbolism above this door was perhaps
a subtle indication of the post office as the bearer of good and sad news.
The south entrance with the less animated imposts reflects the entrance
for the employees and living quarters above — the latter indicated by the
trio of rising windows on the south elevation to light the interior stair. Below
the arches are a tympanum filled with basket-weave brickwork and small
terracotta panels.

Shaped and rusticated stone masonry form the sills, lintels, string courses,
voussoirs, and front pediment finials, with wood forming the heavy eave
brackets and rooftop finials. These features were commonly used in the
Romanesque Revival aesthetic, which was prominent in Ontario in various
interpretations from the 1840s to 1910, particularly for institutional buildings.
The Romanesque Revival revived pre-Gothic architecture of 11th and 12th
century Europe. The style was also noted for its heavy massing polychromatic
masonry and could also feature cavernous openings, heavy rounded or
square towers, and columns with detailed foliate capitals. It became one of
the favoured styles of the Chief Architect’s Branch in the last two decades of
the 19th century, particularly in the manifestation known as Richardsonian
Romanesque popularized by American architect Henry Hobson Richardson.

Fuller was born in 1823 in Bath, England, and came to Toronto in 1857.
The following year, he partnered with civil engineers Robert C. Messer
and Chilion Jones, remaining partners with the latter until 1863. The
men initially specialized in the design of churches, but Fuller garnered
his greatest attention in 1859 when his design was selected from almost
300 submissions for the construction of Canada’s original Centre Block of
Parliament in Ottawa (destroyed by fire in 1916 except for the rear Library
component). Chilion Jones had close ties to Gananoque through his family.
His brother was D. Ford Jones of the shovel manufacturing enterprise and,
after 1890, president of the Gananoque Spring & Axle Company. It is not
known if Chilion Jones had any influence on the Gananoque Post Office
through his former partner, then the Chief Federal Architect.
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Grace United Church (at northeast corner of Pine Street) was originally
a Wesleyan Methodist Church. Its construction started in 1871 and it was
expanded in 1896 (new fagade and addition by Joseph William Power
of Power & Son), and a side/east wing was added 1958. After extensive
fire damage in 1979, it was reopened in 1981 following major restoration/
renovation. It is a Gothic Revival style composition, with a primarily
sandstone exterior highlighted with limestone detailing. Distinguishing
features include its picturesque asymmetry with angled placement of the
tower, limestone detailing of arch voussoirs (dichromatic with sandstone),
door-arch label moulds, stepped buttress caps, stringcourses, window sills,
and post-fire relocation of the bell to the ground level between the tower and

the northwest entrance.

Grace United Church (former Weslyan Methodist Church) , viewed from the southwest (photo:
E. Tumak, May 2015).

To the immediate east is 128 Pine Street, which was part of the concentration
of combined doctor residence-offices at Stone, Pine, and King streets started
by the Potter-Dumble residence. The original residence and practice of Dr.
John James Davis (b. Toronto 1875, d. Gananoque 1948, parents Thomas
George Davis and Mary Helen Duncan), it was built in 1910. It is in the more
classical version of the Queen Anne Revival style and shares many qualities
with the Edwardian Classical style of a few years later. The clinic entrance
was set discretely at the side.
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128 Pine St., viewed from the southwest, with Grace United Church to the left and 136 Pine St.

to the right, credit E. Tumak, Feb. 2020.
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East of this is the former combined residence-clinic of Dr. Charles Harold
Bird (b. Barrie, Ontario, 1872, son of Lieutenant Shearman Godfrey Bird
of the Royal Engineers and Amy Laura Amoi of Chinese origin, d. 1944, m.
1898 Edith Dunn (d. 1933), m. Jean D. Bain 1934 (d. 1984). First schooled
in Barrie, he graduated from Trinity Medical College in Toronto in 1893 at
the top of his class, winning the Gold Medal in Medicine and was class
valedictorian. After interning in Toronto and a brief practice in Dromore,
County Grey, Charles established his medical practice in Gananoque in
1896.

Charles was very prominent in civic activities in Gananoque, including the
building of the Gananoque Arena on Wellington Street, and later the first
curling rink in conjunction with the arena. He and other investors purchased
waterfront cottage lots to the west of Gananoque and a golf course was
laid out to the north towards the highway ca. 1920. Later in the 1920s, Bird
promoted the pasteurization of milk through Gananoque Dairy (despite
considerable opposition, not unusual at the time), and Gananoque became
an early community to have safe milk. Bird served on the Board of Education
for many years, was president of the Chamber of Commerce, a director of
Ontario Steel Products Company, and medical officer for the Steel Co. of
Canada Gananoque Plant from the time Stelco first had a shop physician
until he died in 1944. He also served as the local District Medical Officer for
the Grand Trunk Railway (later the Canadian National Railways). He owned
one of the first cars in Gananoque, the unreliability of which probably led to
him being instrumental in forming the Thousand Island Motor League (later
the Ontario Motor League).
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In 1897, Bird’'s brother Eustace designed his residence, Wigborough,
named after the family residence in England. It is one of the most notable
examples of the Queen Anne Revival style not only in Gananoque but in
Eastern Ontario. It is in the more medieval variant of the style rather than
the classical variants such as in its neighbour to the west, or 161 King Street
East to the immediate north, built for Dr. Rogers in 1895 on part of the site of
the former St. John’s Church.
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Wigborough, 136 Pine Street viewed from the southeast with 128 Pine Street to the left (E.
Tumak, Feb. 2020).

Wigborough is a very clear example of a purpose-built combined doctor-office
and house, with the patient entrance on the side, reserving the formal
entrance at the front, in keeping with the time, for household visits. An earlier
example of such an entrance division is that of Dr. E.L. Atkinson, at 90 Stone
Street South (now Trinity House B&B), constructed in 1859. Dr. Atkinson
was also the founder of the St. Lawrence Steel and Wire Company, which
specialized in making corsets. Corsets were used mostly by women, but
men used them as well if they wanted to look more trim. Many people at the
time considered them healthy to improve posture. This could explain why Dr.
Atkinson was part of a company for making corsets. Corsets used wires and
thin steel members, almost like ribbons, for the support required. (Before
this, thin strips of whale bones were used.) Padded cloth covered the steel
and wire, and the corset generally tied tightly at the back.
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90 Stone Street House, former Atkinson House, Gananoque (E. Tumak, July 2019).

Two other houses in Gananoque are almost identical in form and style: 480
Charles Street South and 295 Stone Street South (the latter is today covered
with stucco and the front porch has been changed). A side entrance that faced
the street was popular for lawyers and other professionals like engineers, as
it was for doctors.The second entrance provided a separation between the
work space and private house areas, with servant accommodation on the
second level of the wing, which was accessible between the two building
components. As 295 Stone Street South was the second rectory of St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, separation of consultation and household
spaces was equally important for a prominent cleric.

Other physicians who practised in the immediate area included Drs.
Sinclair, Bird, and Davis, all significant medallists in their respective medical
schools at McGill, Toronto, and Western universities. The concentration on
Pine Street gave it the moniker “Pill Avenue.” Their phone numbers were
conveniently 70, 80, and 90. Some years later, Dr. E.J. Bracken arrived from
Elgin, Ontario, and he too located in the same block, at the southeast corner
of Pine and Stone streets at 125 Stone Street South, in the same house
where Dr. Davis originally began his practice in Gananoque.
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125 Stone Street South, viewed from the northwest, showing the Dumble-Potter house to the
right and St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church further right (E. Tumak, Jan. 2021).

Viewing Station 5 — Parkette to Immediate West of the
Provincial Hotel, 99 King St. East

“Former foroitto Bank
99 King Street East, constructed in 1909-10 as the Bank of Toronto, was
from 1955 to 1973 the Toronto-Dominion Bank, and more recently the
Woodchuck Gallery. It was designed by architect Eustace Godfrey Bird in
the Beaux-Arts style, distinguishing features being the marble and white
(yellow) brick exterior. Bird was a nationally significant architect (his brother
was a leading doctor in town) and the Canadian representative of Carrere
and Hastings, a US nationally significant architectural firm based in New
York City. The high-level features include the regularity of fenestration and
pilasters, main level round-headed windows with original glazing divisions,
etched glass front-entrance transom, cornice, high foundation line, and
interior features including the ornamented coffered ceiling and the vault. It
is the only example of the use of exterior marble and the Beaux-Arts style
in Gananoque. In addition to Dr. Charles Bird, another brother worked for a
bank in Gananoque, likely the Bank of Toronto.
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Royal Theatre, 75 King Street West

The Royal Theatre is a rare early example of undisguised concrete
construction in Gananoque and broader region, and the only purpose-built
theatre remaining in Gananoque that includes the original ticket wicket
forming the entrance. The exterior frontage is in a Colonial Spanish Revival
style. Movie and vaudeville theatres of the early 20th century were often
designed in exotic styles. Spanish was one of the more common, but
other expressions included Georgian, Baroque, Egyptian, or even interior
Winter Gardens — such as the Winter Garden Theatre in Toronto above the
Pantages Theatre.

75 King Street East viewed from the northwest (E. Tumak, July 2019).

The Royal Theatre was built as the Delaney Theatre and is associated with a
mighty female force, Eva Delaney (b. Prescott, Ontario 1892, d., Gananoque
1956). Eva was an early moving-picture business-person, organist, pianist,
music director, and devoted member of the Catholic Women’s League.
She was the fourth child of James Bradley and Margaret Woodward, and
married Sanford Delaney in 1910, who at the time was in the moving-picture
business in Pembroke. Eva quickly became involved with the business in
such ways as providing piano accompaniment as the sound track for silent
movies. In addition to raising a large family, she was also the spousal
co-proprietor of several vaudeville and film establishments in Picton,
Smiths Falls, and Renfrew, and operated a hotel in Renfrew. Eventually the
Delaneys decided to focus their activities in Gananoque, first with the Palace
Theatre at 185 King Street East, and eventually the Delaney Theatre (now
the Royal Theatre). Eva extended this activity into directing and producing
local theatricals associated with the Catholic School in a former Gananoque
building called the Lyceum, located beside the former school at 100 Garden
Street (building still extant, at the northeast corner of Stone Street North
near the family home).
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It was frequently noted that the family and the business got by with hard
work and saving and scrimping. This is evident with the modest nature of
the family’s long-time house at 132 North Street in which nine children were
raised. After her husband’s death in 1941, and then as an empty-nester, Eva
retired from the theatre business, relocating in 1944 to the much grander 198
South Street house (northwest corner of Charles Street South). However,
despite its idyllic name, Sans Souci, it was a working venture providing
accommodation for tourists.

The Palace Theatre was improved in 1928 to a 700-person auditorium with
six box seats, the latest motion-picture technology of the time, and a 30’ x
40’ stage and facilities for vaudeville performers. However, the building was
not fireproof, and in 1929 the Delaneys purchased the property at 75 King
Street East. Due to the Great Depression, the building would not be finished
for six years, the family doing much of the construction work. After vaudeville
and motion-picture use, the building was converted to a bowling alley. More
recently it has returned to a live-theatre venue.

At its opening, the new Delaney Theatre was considered one of the most
up-to-date establishments in the area, seating 650 and featuring plush
carpets for the entrance and aisles, seats with individual arm rests, and
projection, lighting, and sound systems considered the best of the day. The
interior was finished in Moderne style, which was considered very swish.

Eva’s husband, Sanford Delaney, was an original member of the Pioneer
Motion Picture Industry, into which Eva was later inducted. As a life-long
member of the Catholic Women's League and president on several
occasions, she was also on the Archdiocesan Executive for six years.
She was Gananoque’s first successful woman candidate for Town Council
(1944-47) and chair of the Board of Health for Hospitalization and Children’s
Aid and Poor Relief.

In 1954, Eva was diagnosed with cancer and given a month to live. With
her will, strength, faith, and prayers, she lived another two years — a miracle
with medical options at the time. Her funeral in 1956 was from St. John’s,
Gananoque, presided over by Archbishop O’Sullivan of Kingston. All the
businesses in town closed that morning, and after the mass, the casket
passed through a guard of honour of the Catholic Women's League, with
the cortege going by the darkened Delaney Theatre and then to the Catholic
cemetery at the north end of town.
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Your article can be included in our next
FOUNDATIONS

Write about heritage, history, culture, individuals, legal and legislative issues,
conservation and preservation of buildings and sites. Please email your
article to contact@frontenacheritage.ca or mail it to the Frontenac Heritage
Foundation, PO Box 27, Kingston ON, K7L 4V6.

What’s new at the Foundation?

To keep informed about the Foundation’s current activities, check the “News”
link on our website, frontenacheritage.ca. The Foundation is also active on
social media including Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.
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